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Cochin airport to use solar power to run utility grid

CRLT 1301

Good move: The Kochi International Airport at Nedumbassery, near Kochi. Vikram Solar would be installing a 100 kWp solar power facility at the Business Line
airport.
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New Delhi, Dec 2:

Cochin International Airport is set to become the first airport in the country to use solar power for running its utility
grid system.

A Kolkata-based solar module manufacturing company, Vikram Solar, would be installing a 100 kWp solar power
facility at the airport situated at Nedumbassery in Cochin.

Giving details of the system, a senior company official said Vikram Solar would design, install and commission the
solar photo-voltaic (PV) power system consisting of mounted solar panels.

“The panels would generate DC electric power, which unlike the general practice, would not be fed directly into the
utility grid,” Gyanesh Chaudhary, Director of the company said.

“Instead, inverters would convert the direct current output from the solar array into a grid-compliant AC voltage which
will feed it into the utility grid system to be used for lighting in the terminal building,” Chaudhary said.

Power thus generated would be connected with low transmission voltage for local and grid usage.

The proposed energy production would be at an estimated 148 MWh per year with a capacity of 100 kilowatts-peak
(kWp).

The energy capacity of each PV module would reach up to 240-250 Wp.

Terming the initiative of Cochin Airport Authority as an “excellent opportunity and a path-breaking vision” to
encourage use of green energy for critical service utilities at the airport, Shaibal Ghosh, company’s president said, “It
would open the doors for all other airports and utility services for use of sustainable ‘Clean and Green Power’ and help
support to re-energise the environment.”

The company is also installing a 30-KW solar power facility at the famous Jagannath temple in Puri in Odisha.

(This article was published on December 2, 2012)
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